JOINT OPEN LETTER TO WORLD BANK ON COAL INDIA PROJECTS

Executive Directors
The World Bank
1818 H Street
Washington DC 20433
USA



Dear Executive Directors,

We are writing to encourage you to take seriously and act rigorously on the recent report by the Bank's Inspection Panel on the two Coal India projects involving involuntary displacement which the Bank 
supported in the mid 1990s. It is particularly important to learn the lessons of these projects and respond appropriately to the Panel report's findings because the Bank claimed that these projects were model ways to improve borrower social and environmental capacity and performance. This Project also had an unusually high number of supervision missions by Bank staff. This project's dismal record on social and environmental outcomes raises major questions about the Bank's ability and interest in these issues. 

The Bank provided two different loans to Coal India. The initial loan - the Coal Sector Environmental and Social Mitigation Project - was intended to build the capacity of Coal India to deal with the issues entailed by a major expansion of open cast coal mines. Despite many warnings and specific recommendations by local and international NGOs the second project - the Coal Sector Rehabilitation Project - went ahead too soon and without adequate assurances that the social and environmental issues were being adequately addressed. 

This is confirmed by the Inspection Panel's new report, which finds 31 violations of Bank policies and a further 10 issues of serious concern. Among the Bank policies and procedures which were not adequately
implemented are those on: resettlement, indigenous peoples' protection, environmental assessment and project supervision. On resettlement it found that: "[Bank] Management's failure to ensure that the original Resettlement Action Plan (RAP) reflected reality on the ground resulted in many problems (para. 13)", and that:

"Many of the displaced Project-affected persons have not been and are not being compensated at full replacement cost, with the result that many have suffered and continue to suffer harm (para. 14)".
Further significant extracts from the Panel's report are in the attached "Panel Report Extracts"

The local NGO which brought the claim in June 2001, Chotanagpur Adivasi Sewa Samiti (CASS) has produced an action plan to deal with the problems raised by this project, most notably livelihood 
restoration for those displaced. Their full recommendations are in the attached "Proposed Action Plan". They include demands that the people who have been involuntarily displaced from their homesteads and from usufruct rights to forest produce must be: 

· given the opportunity to locate and be awarded adequate compensation to buy adequate replacement land;

· given resettlement plots sufficiently large for second-generation growth, with adequate potable water, services, and legal title;

· compensated for lost communal property resources which must be quantified and evaluated;

· provided effective training and jobs in coalmining and for contractors with guaranteed rights.

We also urge that full rights of entitlement to resettlement and income - generation must be extended to women.

We, the undersigned NGOs, urge you to back this plan for an independently implemented mitigation project. This should be assisted and monitored by a bank management team as envisaged in the Post-Project Audit, and should be overseen by the establishment of an independent panel. To stand any realistic chance of being fully implemented, some of the important measures in the Action Plan, will need to be supported by high-level intervention with the Government of India: 

· granting adequate resettlement site plots with full legal title to oustees; 

· expeditious recognition of customary title; 

· provision of land-for-land through direct negotiated sale and effective assistance to find and purchase; 

· amendment of legislation to enable the return to prior owners of land acquired for mining so as to drive the established need for physical reclamation;

· having been deprived of their economic base, they are severely handicapped in securing other income, and strong intervention has to be made in their favour, mainly in giving them company employment. 

We recognise that the World Bank projects are now technically closed, but the project affected communities should not be penalized since the Parej sub-project itself is far from closed. Like the Inspection Panel, we encourage the Bank to face up to its moral and legal responsibilities to the people affected by this Bank-backed intervention. We will follow the outcomes of the Board meeting on this with great interest. 


Yours sincerely,



Bina Stanis
Chotanagpur Adivasi Sewa Samiti

Letter also supported by the under-signed:

	
	Name
	Organization
	Contact Info

	1. 
	Alex Wilks, Coordinator


	Bretton Woods Project


	Hamlyn House, Macdonald Rd., London, N19 5PG, UK 

	2. 
	Richard Harkinson 
	Minewatch
	27 Villa Road, London SW9 7ND, UK 

	3. 
	Peter Mihok, National coordinator

Ivona Malbasic

	CEE Bankwatch Network


	Center for Environmental Public Advocacy
Ponicka Huta 65, 976 33 Poniky, Slovak Republic
Tel.: +421-905-746884 / Fax: +421-48-4193324
www.cepa.sk, www.bankwatch.org

	4. 
	Ravi Rebbapragada, National Convenor,


	Mines, Minerals & PEOPLE (mm&P)
	India



	5. 
	Shoma A. Chatterji, Freelance Journalist and author
	
	Kolkata, India



	6. 
	Anand Patwardhan, Filmmaker


	
	Jharkhand, India



	7. 
	Shir Prakash, Filmmaker


	
	Jharkhand, India



	8. 
	Regine Richter


	Urgewald e.V.


	im Grünen Haus
Prenzlauer Allee 230
10405 Berlin
Fon: +49-30-44339169
Fax: +49-30-44339133
mobil: 0170/2930725
regine@urgewald.de

	9. 
	Gracie Fong


	Development Alternatives with Women for a New Era 
(DAWN)
	

	10. 
	Andrew Cordery
	
	Crewkerne, Somerset, UK



	11. 
	Joan Carling


	Cordillera People's Alliance


	#2 P. Guevarra St. 
West Modern Aurora Hill
2600, Baguio City
Philippines
Tel.+63-74-442-2115
Fax: +63-74-443-7159
Email: cpa11@skyinet.net
         cpa-pic@mozcom.com

	12. 
	Mokshay Madiman
	Association for India's Development
	Boston, USA

	13. 
	Dr Geraldine Herbert-Brown

Research fellow Macquarie University
	
	Australia



	14. 
	Michael Brown
	
	Australia



	15. 
	Mishka Zaman

	Bank Information Center
	733 15th Street NW Suite 1126   
Washington, D.C. 20005   
phone: 202-624 0622 (direct); 202-737-7752 (general)

	16. 
	D. Roy Laifungbam


	Centre for Organisation Research & Education (CORE) 


	Nongmeibung Nambam Chuthek
Imphal 795001
Manipur, India
tel: +91 385 244 48 45
telefax: +91 361 222 87 30

	17. 
	Iain Radvan s.j.

	St Aloysius College
	Sydney, Australia

	18. 
	Chittaroopa Palit,


	Narmada Bachao Andolan,

 
	Mandleshwar,
District Khargone, Madhya Pradesh,India

	19. 
	Gina Kuta, economic development consultant
	
	Ethiopia

	20. 
	Desmond Purcell
	Jesuit Community


	Canberra.  Australia.



	21. 
	Johannes Laping
	SOLIDARITY ACTION RESEARCH & INFORMATION NETWORK INTERNATIONAL (sarini)


	Christophstr. 31, 69214 Eppelheim, Germany
Phone  ++49-6221-766557 Fax  ++49-6221-766559
email  sarini-jl@t-online.de

	22. 
	RAMNIKA GUPTA


	RAMNIKA FOUNDATION


	A 221, DEFENCE COLONY

NEW DELHI 110024



	23. 
	Ian Dillon


	Social Services


	Richmond, Victoria
AUSTRALIA


	24. 
	Catherine Coumans, Ph.D


	Mining Watch Canada


	Ottawa, Canada



	25. 
	Maria Kadoglou


	Hellenic Mining Watch


	Greece



	26. 
	Dr. Magda van Hoyweghen, medical mission sister
	
	Antwerp, Belgium



	27. 
	Catherine Cole


	Green Events


	UK

 

	28. 
	Roger Moody


	Nostromo Research
	London



	29. 
	Carlos Zorrilla, President


	DECOIN
Defensa y Conservación Ecológica de Intag


 
	Casilla 144
Otavalo, Imbabura    Ecuador
Tele/Fax: 5936 648 593
e mail:  intagcz@uio.satnet.net


	30. 
	Susan Curry, President
	Alliance for a Sustainable Future


	Pennsylvania, USA



	31. 
	Vipin Chaudhary, Management Consultant
	
	UB-64 ANTRIKSH BHAWAN,22-KG,MARG NEW DELHI110001



	32. 
	Abu A. Brima


	Network Movement for Justice and Development (NMJD)


	Sierra Leone



	33. 
	Anne Winther


	
	

	34. 
	Philo Morris
	Medical Mission Sisters
	8400 Pine Road, Philadelphia, PA 
19111, USA.

	35. 
	Ben Collinson, Quantity Surveyor
	Gordon Harris Partnership
	England, UK

	36. 
	Nguyen Van Cao, Director
	Jesuit Refugee Service Australia


	

	37. 
	Srividhya Venkataraman


	AID


	USA



	38. 
	Marcia Ishii-Eiteman


	Pesticide Action Network North America
	USA



	39. 
	John Gershman


	Foreign Policy in Focus


	USA



	40. 
	David Batker, Director


	Asia Pacific Environmental Exchange


	Seattle, Washington,  USA  98101
tel: 253-539-4801
fax: 253-539-5054



	41. 
	Manuel Fernández de Villegas


	Trasparencia, SC


	Oaxaca de Juarez, Oaxaca
Mexico

	42. 
	Peter Bosshard


	International Rivers Network


	USA



	43. 
	Mohammed Yoosoof
	
	

	44. 
	Laura Frade Rubio, 


	Women's Eyes on the Multilaterals Campaign for the LAC region


	Alcadeco, A. C. 
Calle Batopilas 625,
Creel, Chihuahua,
México.
C. P. 33200.
Telephone: 52 635 4560078, 4560383
Fax: 52 635 45 60382. 
email: alcadeco@infosel.net.mx
alcadeco@prodigy.net.mx

	45. 
	Antonio Tricarico,

Coordinator
	Campagna per la riforma della Banca mondiale 
	Italy

	46. 
	Felix Tuodolo
	Ijaw Youth Council [IYC]
	Nigeria



	47. 
	Anders Lustgarten, Environmental and Human Rights Co-Ordinator
	Kurdish Human Rights Project

 
	2 New Burlington Place, London, W1S 2HP. Email: alustgarten@khrp.demon.co.uk
www.khrp.org

	48. 
	Mags Griffin


	
	(London) Britain

	49. 
	Alison Russell


	ActionAid,


	UK



	50. 
	Eric Ducoin, Chairman of JRH France.


	
	

	51. 
	Talat Ahmed (Mrs)


	ActionAid


	tel: 020 7561 7583
fax: 020 7281 4195
email: tahmed@actionaid.org.uk

	52. 
	Kris Vanslambrouck


	Coalition of the Flemish North South Movement
	Vlasfabriekstraat 11
1060 Brussel - Belgium

 

	53. 
	Chelsea Jani,


	
	Melbourne, Australia.



	54. 
	Liam Campling,

Lecturer in International Politics and History


	University of Manchester Twinning Programme,
Seychelles Polytechnic,

 
	Seychelles.

	55. 
	Nondumiso Gqomfa


	Surplus People Project (SPP)


	Cape Town, South Africa


	56. 
	Nur Hidayat
	Institute for Global Justice
	

	57. 
	Dr Kuntala Lahiri-Dutt, Research Fellow


	Resource Management in Asia Pacific Program
Research School of Pacific and Asian Studies



	The Australian National University

ACT 0200, Canberra
Australia
Phone 61 2 6125 4343 (O)
                  6161 1934 (R)
Mobile   61- 409158145

	58. 
	Christine Skelly


	Swinburne University


	Melbourne, Australia



	59. 
	Fernando Franco SJ


	Social Justice Secretariat


	C.P. 6139
00195 ROMA PRATI
ITALY
fax: +39-0668-806-418
office: +39-0668-977-395
 e-mail: fernando.franco@sjcuria.org
          fernandofranco@jesuits.net

	60. 
	Alex Swainson
	
	United Kingdom



	61. 
	Lawrence Surendra, Environmental Economist


	
	India
http://www.ddsl.net

	62. 
	Hali Healy
	
	77 Reighton Road, London UK E5 8SQ

	63. 
	Rachel Blain


	City University


	London



	64. 
	Madhumita Dutta, Toxics Activist


	
	0-16 B JUNGPURA EXTENSION, 3RD FLOOR 
NEW DELHI 110 014 INDIA
PHONE: (+91) 11 2431 4824 (r)
EMAIL: mdutta@vsnl.net

	65. 
	Reg Duder


	CAFCA


	1/172 Sawyers Arms Road,

Bishopdale,

Christchurch 8005

NEW ZEALAND

	66. 
	Yoko Kitazawa
	Japan Network on Debt & poverty


	Tokyo, Japan



	67. 
	Leo Saldanha


	Environment Support Group


	S-3, Rajashree Apartments

18/57, 1st Main, SRK Gardens

Bannerghatta Road, Jayanagar

Bangalore 560041

Telefax: 91-80-6341977

Tel: 91-80-6531339/6534364

Email: esg@bgl.vsnl.net.in 

	68. 
	Kavaljit Singh


	Public Interest Research Centre


	India
Note our new phone and fax numbers:
Ph: 22432054, 22521081
Fax: 22524233

	69. 
	M.A.Sattar
	Member of:RIIA, RUSI,and BISA


	Tel: 01843 842236

Fax: 01843 843313
E mail: morekent@btinternet.com 

	70. 
	Noah J A Ariku


	The Humanity Foundation


	PO Box 1809,
PORT MORESBY,
PAPUA NEW GUINEA.
TEL/FAX: (675) 325 8211.

	71. 
	Jaroslava Colajacomo


	Campagna per la riforma della Banca Mondiale


	via Tommaso da Celano 15 Roma Italia
ph: +39-06-7826855
fax: +39-06-7858100
email: jaro@crbm.org
www.crbm.org

	72. 
	Bruce Rich, Director


	International
Program, Environmental Defense
	

	73. 
	Matthew Hoye


	
	Ottawa, Ontario, Canada



	74. 
	Peter Rosset

Anuradha Mittal



	the Institute for Food and Development Policy/Food First, USA

	398 60th Street
Oakland, California 94618  USA
tel: +1-510-654-4400 x224  fax: +1-253-295-5257

	75. 
	Neil Watkins


	World Bank Bonds Boycott
Center for Economic Justice


	733 15th Street, NW, Suite 928
Washington, DC 20005
Tel: (202) 393-6665
Fax: (202) 393-1358
Web: www.worldbankboycott.org

	76. 
	Prof. H Sriyananda


	
	Sri Lanka



	77. 
	Aaron Goldzimer


	Environmental Defense


	U.S.A.



	78. 
	Jon Sohn

Sebastien Godinot
	Friends of the Earth-US


	

	79. 
	Roisin McLaughlin
Development Education Officer


	One World Centre


	One World Centre
4 Lower Crescent
Belfast
BT7 1NR
N. Ireland

	80. 
	Brian Emmett
	
	Vice-président/Vice-President
Direction générale des Politiques/Policy Branch
Agence canadienne de développement international (ACDI) / Canadian
International Development Agency (CIDA)
200 Promenade du Portage, Hull (Quebec)
Canada K1A 0G4

	81. 
	Petko Kovatchev, Executive Director


	Centre for Environmental Information & Education
	Centre for Environmental Information & Education
Sofroniy Vratchanski Str. 17A, 3 floor, app. 9
1303 Sofia, Bulgaria
tel./fax: +359 2 9892785
e-mail: ceie@iterra.net

	82. 
	Zakir Kibria
	
	Dhaka, Bangladesh

	83. 
	Celeste Elliot, university student


	
	London, England



	84. 
	Atila Roque


	IBASE


	

	85. 
	David Gomez


	University of Leeds


	England



	86. 
	Anna Williams

 
	Christian Aid


	UK



	87. 
	Waly Ndiaye,

Programs Manager


	Goree Institute


	BP :05 Gorée
Senegal
Phone: 221 849 48 49
Cel. : 221 643 41 98

	88. 
	Rahul Goswami
	
	Singapore



	89. 
	Helen Rose
	Earthscan Publications Ltd


	120 Pentonville Rd
London N1 9JN
UK

	90. 
	Teodóra Dönsz


	Magyar Természetvédõk Szövetsége (National Society of
Conservationists)
	Hungary



	91. 
	Jean Dreze


	Delhi School of Economics


	Delhi 110 007
India

	92. 
	Jonathan A. Fox

Professor and Chair, Latin American and Latino Studies Department



	Merrill College 


	University of California, Santa Cruz
1156 High Street
Santa Cruz, CA 95064
USA
http://lals.ucsc.edu/
831-459-5897 office
831-459-3125 fax

	93. 
	Christine Eberlein


	Berne Declaration


	Quellenstr. 25
P.O.Box
8031 Zürich
Switzerland
++41 1 277 70 08
ceberlein@evb.ch
www.evb.ch

	94. 
	Mitu Varma


	Panos Institute
	India

	95. 
	Chris Laming,


	Monash University 


	Gippsland, Australia.



	96. 
	Aurel Brys 


	
	3048 Guilford Avenue
Baltimore, MD 21218

	97. 
	Dr. Tom Griffiths


	Forest Peoples Programme


	UK

	98. 
	Mr. Stan Swamy

Ms Prabha Lakra
Ms Birajmani Gudia

	Bagaicha
	Govinda Tower III-L
Gharana Palace, Purulia Road
RANCHI - 834 001
Jharkhand 

Phone: 0651-2209410
Email: rch_bagaicha@sancharnet.in
          bagaicha@hotmail.com

	99. 
	Mette Bloch Hansen

Christina Blom Hansen

Kristina Wachmann
	K.U.L.U – Women and Development
	Borgergade 14, 2. TH
DK-1300 Copenhagen K
E-mail: kulu@kulu.dk
www.kulu.dk

	100. 
	Annie Robson
	Birbeck College
	121 Ascot Crescent
stevenage
herts
SG1 5SX

	101. 
	Nur Hidayati


	Head Division of Campaign and Public Education
WALHI (Indonesian Forum for Environment)


	Friends of the Earth Indonesia
Email: yaya@walhi.or.id 
National Executive Office
Jl. Tegal Parang Utara No.14
Jakarta 12790 INDONESIA
Tel: (+6221) 794 1672
Fax: (+6221) 794 1673
Email: walhi@walhi.or.id
Website: www.walhi.or.id 

	102. 
	Kannikar KIJTIWATCHAKUL 


	Project for Ecological Recovery

NGO Coordinating
Committee on Development, Thailand


	409 Soi Rohitsuk, Pracharatbamphen Rd.
Huay Kwang, Bangkok 10320 Thailand
Tel.66-2-6910718-20 Fax.66-2-6910714
Mobile 66-1-7024421
kakablue@yahoo.com, terraper@comnet.ksc.net.th

	103. 
	Gabriel Rivas-Ducca
	Friends of the Earth International's Campaign on the Environmental and Social Impacts of Mining
	

	104. 
	Carlos Zorrilla


	DECOIN
Defensa y Conservación Ecológica de Intag


	Casilla 144
Otavalo, Imbabura    Ecuador
Tele/Fax: 5936 648 593
e mail:  intagcz@uio.satnet.net

	105. 
	T.Nishant, SJ
Philip Manthara SJ
Vishal Antony Peter, SJ
Rajesh Tirkey SVD
Antony Thomas SVD
	
	

	106. 
	Sharon Hart


	British Council


	Bangladesh



	107. 
	Michele Perrault


	Sierra Club U.S.A.
	USA

	108. 
	Milena Tanusheva
	TIME Foundation
	Sofia, Bulgaria

	109. 
	Ruth Rosenhek

 
	Rainforest Information Centre


	PO Box 368, Lismore NSW 2480 Australia

	110. 
	John Mihevc, Chair


	Halifax Initiative (14 groups)


	CANADA



	111. 
	Fr. Stephen Sinn SJ


	St. Canice's Catholic Church


	28 Roslyn St.,
Elizabeth Bay NSW 2011
Australia

	112. 
	Fr. Geoff Meagher S.J.,   Principal


	St. Xavier's School


	Bokaro Steel City
Jharkhand- 827 001
India

	113. 
	Sugeng Bahagijo, Deputy Executive Secretary
	INFID


	Jl. Mampang Prapatan XI/23
Jakarta 12790, Indonesia
Phone : (62-21) 7919 6721, 7919 6722
Fax    : (62-21) 794 1577
email  : sugeng@nusa.or.id
WEBSITE; www.infid.or.id

	114. 
	Tiffany Dovey
	Orion Educational Society
	New Delhi, India

	115. 
	Daniel Owusu-Koranteng 
	WACAM
	Ghana

	116. 
	Geoff Nettleton, Coordinator
	PIPlinks
	UK

	117. 
	LIVINA DE NIJS
	MEDICAL MISSION SISTERS


	BRANDENBURCHDREEF 177
3562 CS UTRECHT
THE NETHERLANDS

	118. 
	Marieke Huysentruyt

	London School of Economics
	UK

	119. 
	Bruno Gurtner

Senior Economist 


	Swiss Coalition of Development Organizations
	P.O. Box 6735
CH-3001 Bern
Switzerland
Phone +41 31 390 93 35
Fax +41 31 390 93 31
E-mail: bgurtner@swisscoalition.ch
www.swisscoalition.ch


